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“Follow Me” 
Text:  Matthew 9:4-9 

Vision and Purpose 
 

The purpose in a man’s heart is like deep water, 
but a man of understanding will draw it out.  Proverbs 20:5 

 
Over the years, my trips to Africa and other places in the 

world have given me plenty of opportunity to reflect about peo-
ple.  How do you view other people?  As different and diverse as 
people are, do you accept what they see in themselves or do you 
see what could be in their lives?   

God has saved you for a PURPOSE: a purpose to reflect the 
characteristics of GOD as expressed by Paul in Galatians 5:22-
23.  Another aspect of purpose for ALL, as we embrace the char-
acter of GOD, is to help others reach their God-given potential.  
As God brings you alongside them, you are to be a person of un-
derstanding.  As a person of understanding and vision, you have 
the God-given capacity to draw out the best in them.  Paul’s in-
spired comments encourage us this way… “I hope in the Lord Je-
sus to send Timothy to you soon, so that I too may be cheered by 
news of you.  For I have no one like him, who will be genuinely 
concerned for your welfare.”  Philippians 2:19-20  

Paul not only shared the Good News of Jesus with Timothy, 
he also invited Timothy to join him on his second missionary 
journey.  Paul saw the potential of Timothy and passionately 
drew out the best in Timothy.  Paul invested in Timothy’s spiritu-
al development.  Timothy eventually became the evangelist of the 
congregation at Ephesus. 

Think about someone in your life whom God used to draw out 
the best in you.  Think about the person God used in your life to 
encourage you to become a devoted follower of Jesus Christ.  As 
a person of understanding and vision, he or she was willing to 
draw out the potential God has placed inside of you.   

Who is in your plans and intention to encourage to discover 
their potential in Christ?  

Prayerfully, Jeff  

NEW  CHURCH  
WEBSITE 

is up & running 
although still 

under construction 
www.exchangestchurch.org 

DAUGHTERS OF GOD 
Donated to Healing Hands 

March 2018: 
29 crocheted 

caps 
5 pillowcases 

 

SUNDAY, MARCH 11 

SPRING FORWARD for 

DAYLIGHT SAVING 

TIME: 

Remember to set your 

clocks ahead 

one hour on Saturday 

night so you will arrive 

on time Sunday morning 

Lockable drugs cabinets 
are available. We have 
10 & can get more. They 
were provided by Obion 
County Prevention Coali-
tion coordinator Carla 
Aaron, who told our 
Wednesday evening adult 
class that Obion County 
has the second highest 
opioid addiction problem 
in the State.  



2018 BUDGET was distributed Sunday morning. Additional copies are at Exchange 
Street & Office entrances. Elder Randy Thetford described this as an “operational 
budget” & explained that in the past year several individuals made special donations to 
fund extra projects such as new playground equipment & renovating upstairs over offic-
es (Youth Minister office, conference room, etc.).  He thanked the Finance Committee 
for their faithful service: Clay Sydnor, Tina Collier, Joe Ward.   

SUNDAY MORNING, March 18, at 9am we will have our annual LADS TO LEADERS pre-
convention presentations.  Boys will lead Worship, giving talks, leading prayers & 
songs, & serving Communion.  During Class Time, the Bible Bowl teams will challenge 
our Elders & the Puppet Cast will present their skit. Then the Boys & Men will go to the 
Fellowship Hall while the Girls lead Worship in the Auditorium, giving talks, leading 
songs, & reading scripture. All the young people have been preparing for several 
months for the events at the L2L Convention in Nashville March 30 through April 1.  

Make plans to attend that Sunday morning, to worship our God & to encourage our young people.   

Drama & Dessert 

 Fellowship Committee 

still has four reduced-price 

tickets for “Joseph” on Fri-

day, March 16, 7:30pm, at 

Capitol Theater.  B.J. Cran-
ford is portraying Jacob & 
Joe Ward is portraying Pot-
iphar.  Sign up SOON on 

list on board by kitchen & 

give $10 per ticket to Ethe-

lene.  A post-performance gathering for fel-

lowship & food will be in Fireside Room.  If 

convenient, please bring finger foods or 

desserts or soft drinks to share.   

CHALLENGE  for  2018: 
Read through New Testament 

Reading plans are at 

Exchange Street & Office entrances  

Readings for March 5-11: 

2 Corinthians 10 through Philippians 3 

The Safety / Security 
Team welcomes Cathy 
McKinney who will be 
in charge of the medical 
response side of our 

ministry.  Reta Hancock has accepted the 
oversight of operation for the control room.  
Thank you both for your service. 

DEACONS & 
MINISTRY LEADERS: 
 Please check your box 
by office for February 

financial statement 

OPPORTUNITIES  TO  SERVE:  As we continue to grow & seek to reach out to our com-

munity, critical service opportunities have surfaced.  

Audio-Video  Ministry:   Willing to serve during morning worship; able to operate 
computer equipment (or willing to learn); comfortable going up & down steep stairs.   

Facebook:   Assist in monitoring & working with our Facebook presence.   
Devotional  Leaders:   Adult & Teen Men willing to serve one Sunday afternoon every 

other month, to assist with the devotional at Obion County Nursing Home.  Two men divide 
duties: lead songs & prayers, serve communion, give brief devotional talk.  


